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Representative Nadler’s amendments would
read, ‘‘exempts a grandparent or adult sib-
ling from the criminal and civil provisions of
the bill,” and is in fact the language the
Committee on the Judiciary used to caption
this amendment in past reports on this legis-
lation, the caption in House Report 109-51
was instead, ‘“‘Mr. Nadler offered an amend-
ment that would have exempted sexual pred-
ators from prosecution under the bill if they
were grandparents or adult siblings of a
minor.” (Similar problems occured in de-
scribing amendments offered by Representa-
tives Scott and Jackson-Lee);

Whereas, when Representative Sensen-
brenner, the Chairman of the Committee on
the Judiciary, was asked about this language
and given the opportunity to correct it, both
in the Committee on Rules and on the House
floor, he instead explained that it was his
purpose and intention to include these derog-
atory and inaccurate captions in House Re-
port 109-51;

Whereas, committee reports are official
congressional documents to which American
citizens will refer when seeking to interpret
the bills they accompany;

Whereas, although the committee markup
and reporting process gives Members ample
opportunity to debate, characterize, and
criticize each other’s views, committees
have a ministerial, institutional responsi-
bility to accurately report the proceedings of
committee activities;

Whereas the vote captions published in
House Report 109-51 appear to be purpose-
fully inaccurate and misleading, and there-
fore belittle the dignity of the House and un-
dermine the integrity of the proceedings of
the House; and

Whereas this unprecedented manipulation
of a traditionally nonpartisan portion of a
committee report constitutes an abuse of
power by the majority of the Committee on
the Judiciary: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) finds that the Committee on the Judici-
ary purposefully and deliberately
mischaracterized the above-mentioned votes
in House Report 109-51; and

(2) directs the chairman of such committee
to report to the House a supplement to
House Report 109-51 that corrects the record
by describing the five amendments with non-
argumentative, objective captions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will not at this point determine
whether the resolution constitutes a
question of privilege. That determina-
tion will be made at the time des-
ignated for consideration of the resolu-
tion.

—————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 513

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 513.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably de-
tained and was unable to return to
Washington to vote on April 26, 2005
through April 28, 2005.

Had I been present, I would have
voted as follows:
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Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.
Roll No.

133, “yes”;
134, “yes”;
135, “yes”;
136, “yes”;
137, “yes”;
138, “no”;
139, “no”;
140, “yes”;
141, “yes”;
142, “yes”;
143, “yes”;
144, “no”;
145, “yes”;
146, “no”.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H. CON.
RES. 95, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2006

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 248, I call up the
conference report on the concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 95) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2006, revising appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal year 2005,
and setting forth appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2007
through 2010.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 248, the con-
ference report is considered as having
been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see prior proceedings of the
House of today.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE) and the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE).

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 9 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin with the
opening, let me just thank our staff.
We have to make a lot of decisions
around here, and we put together the
policy and make the votes, but the
staff makes it all come together in the
document that we review today, as well
as the work of the Committee on the
Budget. I thank Jim Bates who is the
majority staff director, who has done
an excellent job this year, and Tom
Kahn on the minority side who has
done an excellent job. Both their staffs
do a great job on behalf of the budget,
the Senate staff in putting this to-
gether working with Chairman GREGG
and the Senate Budget Committee, and
our leadership staff that is here that
works the floor and helps us put this
all together. They do an excellent job.
It is a big job putting together a budg-
et.

But if there was ever a time that we
needed a plan and we need a budget,
this is the time. We have seen what it
is like in years past when we do not
have budgets, when we are not able to
come together. And yes, the House has
been able to manage the process. We
have been able to keep the line on dis-
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cretionary spending, but we need to do
more this year. We need a fiscal blue-
print. We have enormous and quickly
growing sets of challenges, and we do
not have infinite resources with which
to meet them. We can and will meet
those challenges with a fiscal blue-
print, with a budget.

But in order to do that, we have to
make some tough choices. We cannot
say yes to everything. There is going
to be a lot of debate today where Mem-
bers say you did not say yes to this,
you did not say yes to that, you did not
give enough here, you did not give
enough there, or you gave too much
over here. That is the whole budget in
a nutshell, is that no one is going to be
perfectly satisfied with either how
much you spend on one side or how
much or how little you take from the
other side of the ledger. No one will be
satisfied, but it needs to be put in writ-
ing. It needs to be a fence around our
process. We need a plan.

I am extremely pleased that we have
brought our plan and our conference
report here today. It was not easy to
get to this position. I thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT);
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY), the majority leader; the mem-
bers of my committee; the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN), a member
of the conference. I thank the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT), my friend and colleague. He
will remind us that he was not a party
to this conference in the way that ei-
ther one of us would have liked, but I
would like to thank his partnership
and the way we run the committee.

Mr. Speaker, we have work to do, and
I believe it can continue in a very posi-
tive way today if we pass this resolu-
tion.

Last year we were able to reduce the
deficit 20 percent. We need to continue
that work. We need to continue the
strength of this country. We need to
continue the growth of our economy.
We need to continue the restraint of
spending for deficit reduction. These
are our highest national priorities, and
if these priorities are not met, none of
the rest of the priorities will be met.

All of the programs, all of the areas
of government, none of them can hap-
pen if our economy is not strong, if our
Nation is not strong, if our freedom is
not protected, and if we do not have a
fiscal blueprint to surround us. These
are our fiscal priorities as we move for-
ward.

Let me talk about the conference re-
port that we are bringing today. First,
the budget fully accommodates the
President’s request for defense and
homeland security. That is our number
one job. None of the rest of the discus-
sion matters if we do not protect the
country. In addition, it provides for $50
billion in emergency supplementals
looking forward, recognizing that we
have a continuing obligation in our
global war on terror.

Second, the budget continues our
successful economic policies, including
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